Minutes
AUGUST 30, 2021
CITY OF SENOIA
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL
505 HOWARD ROAD
7:00 PM

Mayor and Council Present D. Pearman, D. Reader, C. Eichorst and T. Brady (M. Grover – Absent)
Staff – H. Simmons, City Manager and D. Rimi, Community Development Director.
Guest- Paul Jarrell – Three Rivers Regional Commission. 

1. WELCOME VISITORS/CALL TO ORDER
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Open Meeting Declaration

2. Approval of Short-Term Work Program/Comprehensive Plan– Presented by Development Director, Dina Rimi
Dina Rimi explained that the city’s comprehensive plan needs to be updated every five years and revised every ten years. The comprehensive committee along with Paul Jarrell from Three Rivers Regional Commission have worked together to update the plan that was adopted in October 2016.  Staff is requesting that the Mayor and Council vote on opening up the plan for public comments at tonight’s meeting and to extend for two weeks from tonight. After the two weeks review process the committee will review the public comments and bring any revisions to the Mayor and Council for a vote on transmittal to the Three Rivers Regional Commission. 

Paul Jarrell presented the revised plan to the Mayor and Council explaining that while the format of the document has changed for the most part the text has remained in line with the previous plan. 

Mr. Jarrell explained that in the past the city utilized a future land use map, the committee has requested to use a character map that would include the future land use map. A character map shows more of what is being developed on the ground. 

Councilman Eichorst requested the explanation of what is the difference between an update and a rewrite.

Mr. Jarrell explained that the update is just to make sure it is in line with where the city is going and to reevaluate the short-term work plan. Policy is not written, major themes are not rewritten these are brought into the new document, just under a different format. 

Rebecca Anderson asked about the amount of people that took the survey and if there was a goal or percentage of citizens that needed to be reached also did the committee write the document or did Three Rivers rewrite the document with help from the committee. 

Mr. Jarrell explained that some of the policies and goals are carried over from the previous plan and there is not a percentage of the population that needed to be reached. 

Matthew Foust spoke regarding the release of the plan since the city has no public relations what is the intent of the city to release this plan to the public for their comments. 

Paul Jarrell stated that this is what this meeting is about to let the public know that it is available for review. 


Mayor Pearman explained that the city disseminates the documents on its websites. 

Councilwomen Brady explained that she has placed the link on her official Facebook page. 

Councilman Reader also informed Mr. Foust that the meeting was announced at the last council meeting and it is referenced in the minutes from that meeting.  He also requested recommendations from Mr. Foust on how to better get information to the public.

Mayor Pearman thanked the members of the committee for their work. 

Dina Rimi requested that the council votes for the plan to be placed on the city’s website for the community to be able to review and comment on for the next two weeks. At that time the committee will meet to review and discuss the comments. The staff will place this item on the September 20, 2021 council meeting agenda for transmittal to Three Rivers Regional Commission.

Mayor Pearman made a motion to approve to place the plan on the city’s website for a two-week period and to be reheard at the September 20, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting. Councilwoman Brady seconded the motion; approved 4-0.

3. ADJOURN								 


