
No. 21 - 

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SENOIA, GEORGIA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AT Chapter 70, UTILITIES, Article III, SEWER USE, SecTION 70-101, SAND AND OIL/GREASE INTERCEPTERS, BY DELETING THE PRESENT SECTION IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ADOPTING IN LIEU THEREOF A NEW SECTION SETTING FORTH THE CITY’S FAT’S, OIL AND GREASE PROGRAM; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO RESTATE AND REAFFIRM THE CODE OF SENOIA, GEORGIA, AS MODIFIED HEREBY; TO REPEAL ALL CODE PROVISIONS, ORDINANCES, OR PARTS THEREOF, IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SENOIA, GEORGIA, AND IT IS ESTABLISHED AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Code of Senoia, Georgia is hereby amended at Chapter 70, UTILITIES, Article III, SEWER USE, Sec. 70-101, SAND AND OIL/GREASE INTERCEPTERS, by deleting the present Code section in its entirety and adopting, in lieu thereof, the following program:

“Sec. 70-101. – Fats, Oils and Grease Program. 

SECTION 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS



1.1 
Purpose and Policy 

Excessive amounts of fats, oils and grease, grit, sand and other solids or viscous materials can cause blockage and obstruction in the sanitary sewer system, causing untreated wastewater to overflow into the environment.  Much of the waste material that has the potential to cause blockage or obstruction originates from Commercial facilities, such as food preparation and vehicle maintenance facilities.

This regulation sets forth minimum and uniform requirements for the treatment and disposal of commercial waste into the sanitary sewer system, and the transportation and ultimate disposal of commercial waste sludge and byproducts.

The objective of this regulation is:  

A. To reduce sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) caused by fats, oil, and grease (FOG) in the City of Senoia collection system.

B. To minimize the discharge of pollutants associated with commercial waste discharged into the sanitary sewer system that may interfere with normal operation of the system, and

C. To assure that the sludge and byproducts removed from commercial waste treatment systems are transported and disposed of in accordance with Chapter 391-3-6-.24 of the Rules and regulations of the State of Georgia, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Division.
D. To provide for the requirement and permitting of grease interceptors in food service establishments.

E. To provide for the mandatory cleaning of grease traps by the City of Senoia.
F. To prohibit the use of certain additives in grease traps;

G. To prohibit the discharge of certain wastes into public sewers;

H. To provide for the collection of a fee for the cleaning of trap waste;

I. To provide for penalties in the event of permit violations;

J. To provide for the enforcement of this ordinance;

K. To provide for the temporary, continued use of existing commercial waste disposal providers;

L. To repeal conflicting ordinances; and for other purposes.

1.2  
   Administration
Except as otherwise provided herein, the City of Senoia City Manager, Director of Public Works or designee shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this regulation.  Any powers granted to or duties imposed upon the Senoia City Manager may be delegated to other Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant (SWPCP) personnel.
SECTION 2 - DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS

All terms used in this regulation shall be interpreted in accordance with the definitions and abbreviations as set forth in this Section, or in any other Section of this regulation:

2.1
Definitions

 (1)
“Commercial facilities” means a facility constructed and intended to produce commercial, domestic, or industrial wastewaters, including facilities intended to collect, transport, and treat storm water runoff.

 (2)
“Commercial Wastes” means:

a)
Non-toxic, non-hazardous liquid wastewater from Commercial facilities;

b)
Grease interceptor contents generated by a commercial food operation or institutional food preparation facility, including without limitation, fats, grease, and food scraps; or

c)
Any oil waste residue produced from vehicle maintenance of washing that discharge to an oil-water separator or Sand Trap.

 (3)
“Commercial Waste Discharge Permit” means a wastewater discharge permit issued to Commercial facilities by the City of Senoia
 (4)
“Commercial Waste Transporter Permit” means a permit issued by the City of Senoia for an individual Tank Truck.

(5)
“EPD” means the State of Georgia, Environmental Protection Division.

 (6)
“FOG” means fats, oils, and grease.

 (7)
“FOG Separator” means a structure or device designed to collect and retain oils, grease, and fatty substances usually found in kitchen or similar wastes.

 (8)
“Grease Interceptor”: means a structure or device designed to collect and retain oils, grease, and fatty substances usually found in kitchen or similar wastes.

 (9)
“Grease Trap” refers to a FOG Separator.

(10)
“Grit Trap” means a structure or device designed primarily for the accumulation and removal of grit.

  (11) 
“FOG Management Program” means to reduce and /or control the discharge of fats, oil, 
and grease into the City of Senoia Sewer System by educating and regulating Food Service Establishments located in City of Senoia.

  (12) 
“Food Service Establishment” means any person who prepares and/or packages food or beverage for sale or consumption, on or off site, with the exception of private residences as long as the private residence is not used to prepare or package food or beverage for sale. Food Service Establishment include but are not limited to food courts, food manufacturers, food packagers, restaurants, catering services, bars, taverns, cafeterias, cafes, fast food outlets, mobile food vehicles, wing trailers, diners, grocery stores, bakeries, coffee shops, ice cream shops, loungers, hospitals, hotels, nursing homes, churches, schools, daycare centers, and all other Food Service Establishment not listed above either fixed or mobile as are or may hereafter be recognized by the health department and/or the state department of agriculture.
    (13) “Hazardous Waste” means any solid waste that has been defined as a Hazardous Waste in regulation promulgated by the Board of Natural Resources, Chapter 391-3-11.

  (14)
“City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant or CITY OF SENOIA” shall mean the governance body having jurisdiction over the maintenance and operation of the water and sanitary sewer systems within City of Senoia.

(15) 
“Shall” is mandatory.

(16)
“mg/l” means milligrams per liter.

(17)
“Oil-water separator” means a structure or device designed primarily to collect and retain oily substances.

(18)
“Originator” means the owner or operator of the grease or FOG interceptor, grit trap, oil-water separator, or Sand Trap from which commercial wastes are removed.

(19)
“Registration” means acceptance by EPD of a Transporter.

(20)
“Registered Commercial Waste Transporter” means a business/owner registered by the State of Georgia, Environmental Protection Division and who’s Tank Trucks are permitted by the City of Senoia
(21)
“Sand Trap: means a receptacle designed for the accumulation and removal of sand, grit, rocks and other similar debris.

(22)
“Septic Wastes” means the contents of a septic tank.

(23)
“Transporter” means any person or firm, which owns or operates one or more waste Tank Trucks that receive or dispose of commercial waste in this state.

(24)
“Tank truck” means any vehicle that removes and transports commercial wastes.

(25)
“User” means any person who contributes, causes, or permits the contribution of wastewater into the City of Senoia sanitary sewer system.

2.2
Abbreviations

The following abbreviations, when used in this regulation, shall have the designated meanings:
 FOG
- 
Fats, oil, and grease

EPD - Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources, State of Georgia
CITY OF SENOIA   - 

The City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant
 BOD
-


Biochemical Oxygen Demand

CFR

-


Code of Federal regulations

COD
- 


Chemical Oxygen Demand

EPA

-


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

gpd       - 


gallons per day

mg/l      - 


milligrams per liter

NPDES    -


National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

POTW     - 


Publicly Owned Treatment Works

RCRA     - 


Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

SIC         - 


Standard Industrial Classification

TSS       - 



Total Suspended Solids

SECTION 3 - COVERAGE AND EXCLUSIONS
3.1
This regulation applies to any facility that generates commercial wastes, to any person who removes commercial wastes, to any person who processes commercial wastes, and to any person who accepts commercial wastes for final disposal.

3.2
This regulation applies only within the geographical and political boundaries of the City of Senoia
SECTION 4 - REQUIREMENTS

4.1  General

A. The City of Senoia does hereby find that the City of Senoia’s sewage collection system is under undue strain as a result of the discharge of fats, grease and oil from local food service and preparation facilities.  The City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant here in after known as “CITY OF SENOIA” devotes equipment and man hours to unstopping and cleaning manholes, pump stations and sewer mains found to be clogged with grease.  The accumulation of such fats, grease and oil in the City of Senoia’s sewage system leads to clogged sewer infrastructure and sewage spills.  CITY OF SENOIA finds that is within the City of Senoia’s constitutional police powers to implement and enforce the provisions of this section, which are necessary to protect the public’s safety, health, and welfare.

B. Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be required when, in the opinion of CITY OF SENOIA, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall be required for private living quarters or dwelling units.

C. All food service establishments, including, without limitation, restaurants of all types, catering facilities, hospital cafeterias, school and business cafeterias, and convalescent homes, which discharge to the City of Senoia’s sewage collection system shall install, operate, and maintain a sufficiently sized grease trap (as approved by CITY OF SENOIA Engineering Department and described in Section 5.1.C of the F.O.G. Regulation) necessary to achieve compliance with the requirements set forth in this article. 

(1) New Facilities.  On or after the effective date of this regulation, food service facilities which are newly proposed or constructed, or existing facilities which will be expanded or renovated to include a food service facility, where such facility previously did not exist, shall be required to install, operate and maintain a grease trap according to the requirements contained in this regulation and must be approved by CITY OF SENOIA prior to connection to the sewage collection system.

a. All grease interceptors required in this section shall have a capacity of 15 gallons per seat, except that no single grease trap shall be smaller than 1500 gallons nor larger than 3000 gallons.  CITY OF SENOIA may, in its sole discretion, approve multiple grease traps.

b. All grease interceptors/traps must be permitted through CITY OF SENOIA.  Grease trap users must abide by the conditions set forth by the permit.  Permit violations may result in loss of permit, disruption of water and sewer services and/or fines.

c. All grease traps shall be of a type and capacity approved by CITY OF SENOIA and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  Grease interceptors shall be constructed of impervious materials capable of withstanding abrupt and extreme changes in temperature.  They shall be of substantial construction, and shall be watertight and equipped with easily removable covers which, when bolted in place, shall be gastight and watertight.  Under-sink manual grease traps shall not be permitted unless approved by CITY OF SENOIA.

(2) Existing Facilities.  For the purposes of sizing and installation of grease interceptors, all food service facilities existing within the City prior to the effective date of this regulation shall be permitted to operate and maintain existing grease interceptors or grease traps provided their grease interceptors or grease traps are in efficient operating condition.

On or after the effective date of this Regulation, the City may require an existing food service facility to install, operate and maintain a new grease interceptor or trap that complies with the requirements of this Regulation or to modify or repair any noncompliant plumbing or existing interceptor or trap within 90 days of written notification by the City when any one or more of the following conditions exist.

a. The facility is found to be contributing fats, oils and grease in quantities sufficient to cause sewer line stoppages or necessitate increased maintenance on the wastewater collection system.

b. The facility does not have a grease interceptor or trap.

c. The facility has an undersized, irreparable or defective grease interceptor or trap.

d. Remodeling of the food preparation or kitchen waste plumbing system is performed which requires a plumbing permit to be issued by City of Senoia.

e. The existing facility is sold or undergoes a change of ownership.

f. The existing facility does not have plumbing connections to a grease interceptor or trap in compliance with the requirement of the Regulation.

g. Food service establishments located in existing buildings or using existing grease interceptors may apply for a hardship variance from CITY OF SENOIA to use under-sink automatic grease traps.  Such variances may be granted when, in the sole discretion of CITY OF SENOIA, the establishment’s premises are incapable of supporting a grease trap which otherwise meets the necessary permit requirements, and the use of automatic grease traps will not affect the efficient handling and elimination of liquid wastes containing grease, oils, sand, or other harmful ingredients.

4.2   Responsibility

A. Administration - City of Senoia, through its employees and/or duly authorized agents, shall be responsible for the scheduling for all inspections of grease interceptors and grease traps.
B. The food service facility shall be responsible for installation, repair, pumping, and cleaning, of grease interceptors and/ or traps if applicable. Pumping and cleaning shall include the complete removal of all contents, including floating materials, wastewater, and bottom sludge, and solids from the interceptor.  

(1)  The food service facility shall cause all grease interceptors and/or approved traps which are in active use to be pumped out completely and the wastes be  removed from the property at least once during every three month period, or more if deemed necessary by CITY OF SENOIA.  Users shall notify CITY OF SENOIA if a grease trap has exceeded its total capacity or is in imminent danger of reaching such total capacity.

C. Waste Haulers - Waste haulers must have written permission from CITY OF SENOIA in order to return any gray water back into the grease interceptor.  This permission will be granted on a case by case basis and will depend upon the methods by which the solids and grease are separated in order to assure that clear water is the only material returned to the grease interceptor.  City employees and agents will observe all company safety rules while on private properties.

(1) Disposal.  Wastes removed from each grease interceptor shall be disposed of at a facility permitted by the State of Georgia Environmental Protection Department to receive such wastes or at a location designated by CITY OF SENOIA for such purposes.  Neither grease nor solid materials removed from interceptors shall be returned to any grease interceptor, private sewer line or to any portion of the CITY OF SENOIA collection system or treatment plant without prior written permission from a CITY OF SENOIA official.

(2) Spill Reporting.  Any accident, spill, or other discharge of grease or gray water which occurs within the City shall be reported to CITY OF SENOIA by the grease hauler as soon as possible but not longer than 24 hours after the incident.  The grease hauler shall comply with all procedures contained in Federal, State and local regulations.  The grease hauler shall be responsible for all clean-up procedures and costs.

(3) Manifests.  Grease haulers shall retain and make available for inspection and copying, all records related to grease interceptor pumping and grease disposal from businesses connected to City of Senoia of Senoia’s wastewater collection service system.  These records shall remain available for a period of at least three (3) years.  CITY OF SENOIA may require additional record keeping and reporting, as necessary, to ensure compliance with the terms of this Chapter.

(4) Vehicle Inspection.  Grease haulers shall permit the City to inspect grease hauler’s registered vehicles.

D. Users - Food Service Establishments and other users of grease interceptors and/or traps will be responsible for proper grease trap use and maintenance. 

(1) Pumping of interceptors/traps.  Users will be given a specific date to have the interceptor/trap cleaned.  On such pre-arranged date, CITY OF SENOIA personnel and other duly authorized agents of the City bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter upon all properties for the purpose of cleaning grease traps and hauling grease trap waste in accordance with the provisions of this article.  City employees and agents will observe all company safety rules while on private properties.
(2) Inspection. For the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing grease interceptors or traps, CITY OF SENOIA personnel and agents shall be permitted to enter upon all properties without prior notification.

(3) Additives.  The use of any additive, such as enzymes, chemicals, or bacteria on grease traps is unlawful and is strictly prohibited; provided, that the use of additives as a supplement to grease trap or sewer line maintenance may be authorized by CITY OF SENOIA after proper documentation and efficiency review.  This authorization shall be obtained in writing from the City of Senoia City Manager, Director of Public Works or authorized designee.

(4) Discharge.  It shall be unlawful for any grease interceptor or trap to be discharged directly or indirectly to the City of Senoia’s sewage collection system.  Further, it shall be unlawful for any non-domestic kitchen or any food service establishment to discharge, or cause to be discharged, into the sewage collection system any amount of processing wastewater which contains fats, oils, greases, solids or liquids sufficient to cause obstruction or otherwise interfere with the proper operations of the public sewage system and/or treatment facilities.

(5) Interceptor pumping frequency.  Each facility’s grease interceptor shall be pumped at least once every 12 weeks.  CITY OF SENOIA also has the right to require pumping and/or cleaning a facilities’ grease interceptor more frequently if it is determined necessary.

(6) Inspection.  Grease interceptors shall be inspected by a CITY OF SENOIA inspector as deemed necessary.

(7) Repairs.  Each food service facility shall be responsible for the cost and scheduling of all repairs to its grease interceptor(s).  Other than cleaning, all grease traps shall be maintained by the user at the user’s expense to be in continuous efficient operation.  Repairs required by a CITY OF SENOIA inspector shall be corrected within 30 calendar days after the date a written notice requiring the repairs is received by the facility or unless notice from CITY OF SENOIA establishes a different compliance date.  Decanting or back flushing of the grease trap or its wastes for the purpose of reducing the volume to be hauled shall be unlawful and is strictly prohibited.

4.3 Records keeping

A. Manifest Required – All Originators, Transporters, and processing and disposal site operators involved in the removal, transport, and disposal of commercial wastes and commercial waste sludge and byproducts, shall participate in proper maintenance of manifests.  This manifest will require signatures from the Originator, Transporter and disposer in order to maintain and establish accountability. 

   The Originator shall:

(1)
Sign the received manifest form and maintain such record for a period of three years

(2)
Upon receipt of the completed copy of the manifest from the Transporter, the Originator must file and keep copies of all manifests for a period of three (3) years on site and shall be made available for inspection by City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant.  A manifest is considered complete after the commercial waste is delivered and disposed of at the commercial waste disposal or processing facility and the manifest has been signed and completed by the disposal or processing facility.

(2) Report any spills to City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant upon becoming aware of a spill that could impact any surrounding areas such as storm drains, adjacent streams or ground surface where the Transporter has removed waste from the facility’s pretreatment system.  Failure to notify the CITY OF SENOIA of a spill will constitute a violation and fines may be assessed to the commercial waste Originator as well as the Transporter.

        The Transporter shall:

(1)
Utilize a manifest for each location being serviced.

(2)
Sign the Transporter portion of the manifest and leave a copy of the manifest with the Originator.

(3)
Present the manifest to the disposal operator to complete and sign the disposal section, and shall leave one copy of the manifest with the disposal site operator.

(4)
A manifest is considered complete after the commercial waste is delivered and disposed of at the commercial waste disposal or processing facility and the manifest has been signed and completed by the disposal or processing facility. A completed copy of the manifest shall be sent to the Originator with the signature of the disposal site operator within 30 days.

(5)
Upon completion of the manifest, the Transporter must also provide a copy of the manifest within 30 days to the City of Senoia Water Pollution Control Plant. One copy of the completed manifest form demonstrating delivery to the disposal site operator shall be kept for their records and such records shall be maintained for a period of three years; except that the Transporters manifest (or copy thereof) covering not less than the immediately preceding 30 day period for a particular Tank Truck shall be kept in the Transporter’s Tank Truck.  All such records shall be available for inspection.

(6)
Ensure that the manifest contains all the information required on the manifest form prescribed and furnished from time to time by CITY OF SENOIA.

(7)
A Transporter must remove the entire contents of any commercial tank that is serviced and dispose of such contents, unmingled with Hazardous Wastes or Septic Wastes, only at a facility authorized to receive such waste.

(8)
A Transporter shall provide a copy of the Commercial Waste Transporter Permit for the Tank Truck to each disposal site where the Transporter disposes of commercial wastes.

(9)
A processing or disposal facility of commercial waste shall maintain copies of all manifests of tank pumping at their principal place of business for a period of three (3) years and make such records available for inspection

4.4 Variance Procedure 

A.    If a food service facility determines that pumping once every 12 weeks is excessive then the facility may make written application for a variance from the 12 week pumping schedule.

(1) The food service facility will submit an application seeking the variance to CITY OF SENOIA.

(2) At the time which the grease interceptor is due to be pumped a representative of CITY OF SENOIA will visually inspect the contents of the interceptor/trap for F.O.G. accumulation and quantity to determine the validity of the variance request.  If visual inspections indicate a clear trap/interceptor with a low F.O.G. and sludge content, the variance shall be granted.

(3) If visual inspections indicate a high F.O.G. content, the CITY OF SENOIA inspector will collect a sample from the discharge point of the grease interceptor.  The sample will be analyzed for fats, oils, and grease content by a laboratory chosen by CITY OF SENOIA.  The food service facility shall be required to pay a variance fee of $100 to cover sampling and lab expenses incurred by CITY OF SENOIA.

(4) For the variance to be considered, the sample must show a fats, oils, and grease (FOG) content of less than 100 milligrams/liter (mg/l).  If the sample does reveal a FOG content of less than 100 mg/l, a sample will be taken weekly until the a sample yields a FOG content of 100 mg/l or greater.  The time elapsed between the last pumping and the date at which the sample exceeds 100 mg/l, will become the frequency in which the interceptor will be scheduled for pumping.

(5) If at any time the food service facility changes ownership or does any type of renovation the schedule will revert to the original schedule of a 12 week pumping frequency.  Also, a variance may be discontinued at the discretion of CITY OF SENOIA if it is found that grease accumulation rates increase as a result of changes in operational practices.

(6) If the initial sample taken from a grease interceptor is not below 100 mg/l, then the variance will not be given.

4.5 Limitations

A. The following pollutant limits are established to protect against pass through and interference.  No User shall introduce into the sewer system any materials in an amount which would cause interference with the system.  In addition to any limitations set forth in the pretreatment regulation, no User shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the sewer system the following:

(1) Solid or viscous materials in amounts which will cause obstruction of the flow to the sanitary sewer system.

(2) Petroleum or mineral oils in concentrations greater than 100 mg/l.

(3) Trucked or hauled materials, except at approved points that may be designated by the CITY OF SENOIA as commercial waste disposal facilities.

(4) FOG of animal or vegetable origin in concentrations greater than 100 mg/l.

4.6 Administrative Fees

A. Fees and Billing.  The City of Senoia shall, by resolution, adopt fees for the issuance of permits, deposit requirements, and the cleaning of grease interceptors/traps and removal of waste required by the Fats, Oils, and Grease regulations.
The fees provided for in this section are separate and distinct from all other fees chargeable by City of Senoia.  All fees shall become immediately due and owing to The City of Senoia upon receipt of invoice(s) for rendition of services or expenditure by the City and shall become delinquent if not fully paid within 45 days after receipt.  Any delinquent amount shall be subject to a late charge of fifteen (15) percent.  Fees applicable to this Section are as follows:

(1) Food Service facility Registration/Deposit.  A fee of $300.00 will be charged to all food service facilities discharging into the CITY OF SENOIA collection system upon completion of the Food Service Facility Registration Form.  This fee will act as a deposit to be affixed to any unpaid invoices, bills, and/or late penalties.  If unused, these fees will be returned to the customer if/when business is closed or sold to new ownership.

(2) Pumping Fees. In the event of abandonment or failure to comply with the City regulations the amount of the permit fee and the grease trap cleaning and waste removal fee shall be set forth in the fee schedule book of CITY OF SENOIA as provided in the Sewer Use Ordinance.  These fees are based on negotiated agreements with selected waste haulers based on prices, efficiency, and thoroughness.

The fee for the cleaning of grease interceptors and/or traps and the removal of such wastes will be assessed through the user’s water and sewer bill.  Water, sewer, and grease interceptor charges shall be paid as one bill.  Failure to pay any such charge shall be subject to penalties and remedies as provided in CITY OF SENOIA’s enforcement codes.

(3) Variance Fee.  A food service facility applying for a variance and visual inspections cannot justify a change, a $100.00 variance fee may be required to cover lab testing expenses.

(4) Failure to Repair Fee.  Any food Service Facility failing to adhere to a repair request within the allotted 30 days will be charged $50.00 per day for each day over and beyond 30 days.

(5) All fees provided for herein may be adjusted by the City of Senoia as it deems appropriate.

4.7 Fines/Penalties 

A. Fines - It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any condition set forth in this Regulation.  Violators will receive Notices of violations (see Section 6.3 of this Regulation) issued by The City of Senoia and repeated failures to comply with this regulation could result in fines of up to $1000.00 per offense. as noted in section XX>X of the City of Senoia’s Sewer Use Ordinance.  Second and subsequent violations of this section are punishable by additional fines and/or the termination of water and sewer services. 

B. Penalties – Any person who knowingly makes any false statements, representation or certification in any application, record, report, plan or other document filed or required to be maintained pursuant to this Chapter, or who falsifies, tampers with or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring divorce or method required under this Chapter or shall violate any other provision of this Chapter, shall be subject to be issued a citation to appear in court and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a penalty in an amount not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or by both.  Each day on which a violation shall occur or continue shall be deemed a separate and distinct offense.

4.8 Administrative enforcement and abatement.

A. Service revocation.  Any services provided by the City of Senoia may be suspended for the following reasons:

(1) Falsification of any information submitted as part of the registration.

(2) Failure to comply with any requirements or regulations concerning discharges to the City of Senoia wastewater collection system.

(3) Failure to comply with any requirements or regulations concerning grease interceptors.

(4) Failure to pay required fees, or any assessed surcharges in a timely manner.

SECTION 5 - Permitting Procedures

5.1
Food Service Establishment

A. Permit Requirement – No Food Service Establishment shall discharge commercial waste into the sanitary sewer system without a Commercial Waste Discharge Permit issued by the CITY OF SENOIA.  Application for such permit must be made on a form furnished by the CITY OF SENOIA.  The permit is valid for up to five years and is non-transferable.  There will be an annually permit fee of $100 for the Commercial Waste Discharge Permit. The Board of City of Senoia City Council will evaluate this fee annually. The permit fee shall be applied to User’s monthly water and sewer service bill and shall be paid in accordance to the terms and schedule set forth in the billing statement.

B. Wastewater Discharge Permit Contents - A Commercial Waste      Discharge Permit shall include such conditions as are deemed reasonably necessary by the City of Senoia City Manager prevent pass through or interference, protect the quality of the water body receiving the treatment plant's effluent, protect worker health and safety, facilitate sludge management and disposal, and protect against damage to the SWPCP.


Commercial Waste Discharge Permit must contain but are not limited to the following::

(1)
 A statement that indicates Commercial Waste Discharge Permit duration, which in no event shall exceed five (5) years not more than five;

(2)
A statement that the Commercial Waste Discharge Permit is nontransferable without prior notification to the City, and provisions for furnishing the new owner or operator with a copy of the existing wastewater discharge permit;

(3)
Effluent limits based on applicable pretreatment standards;



            (4)
Permit fee 


                        (5)
Frequency of Inspection

(6)
Pretreatment requirements: for the installation of pretreatment technology, pollution control, or construction of appropriate containment devices, designed to reduce, eliminate, or prevent the introduction of pollutants into the treatment works;

(7)

Requirements for the development and implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) necessary to adequately prevent accidental, unanticipated, or nonroutine discharges;

(8)

Development and implementation of waste minimization plans to reduce the amount of pollutants discharged to the POTW;

(9)

Requirements for installation and maintenance of inspection and sampling facilities and equipment;

(10) 

A statement that compliance with the Commercial Waste    Discharge Permit does not relieve the permittee of responsibility for compliance  with all applicable Federal and State pretreatment standards, including those which become effective during the term of the Commercial Waste Discharge Permit; and 

(11)   Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the Senoia City Manager to ensure compliance with this regulation, and State and Federal laws, rules, and regulations.

C.
FOG Separator Required – All new restaurants, institutional kitchens, or other Food Service Establishments defined as Commercial Users of the system, shall provide approved FOG and settleable solids removal equipment or facilities sufficient to meet the limitations set forth in this regulation .  The number and size(s) of the system shall be determined by using the appropriate method as established in this regulation, or by good engineering practices.  Existing Commercial Users will be assessed on an individual basis, and will require approval of CITY OF SENOIA.

D.
The separator(s) shall exclude sanitary wastewater and be located outside of any building and accessible for proper maintenance and inspection. In areas where additional weight loads may exist, the separator(s) shall be installed with traffic bearing covers.  Manhole openings must be provided for inspection and cleaning purposes.

E.
The equipment or facilities shall be installed and maintained by the Originator.

F.
Alternative Treatment Methods – The use of any alternative method of treatment is prohibited without written approval of the CITY OF SENOIA.  Alternative treatment systems, such as mechanical grease recovery devices, shall be used only after a case by case evaluation and authorization of the CITY OF SENOIA.

G.
The use of chemicals, enzymes and bacteria is prohibited, unless authorized by the CITY OF SENOIA.  The use of any additives shall not be considered as an alternative to an adequate treatment system or in lieu of regular maintenance, as prescribed in this regulation.

H.
Maintenance Requirement – All FOG separators shall be maintained at the Originators expense.  Maintenance shall include the complete removal of all contents of the separator.  All FOG separators shall be pumped out at a minimum of once every 90 days, or more frequently as required by the CITY OF SENOIA, or as established in the Commercial Waste Discharge Permit.

5.2
Maintenance and Service Facilities

A.
Permit Requirement – No maintenance or service facility shall discharge commercial wastewater into the sanitary sewer system without a Commercial Waste Discharge Permit provided by the CITY OF SENOIA.  Application for such permit must be made on a form furnished by the CITY OF SENOIA.  The permit is valid for one year and is non-transferable.  

B.
Sand/Oil Separator Required – All maintenance or service facilities defined as Commercial Users of the system, shall provide approved oil and solids removal equipment or facilities sufficient to meet the limitations set forth in this regulation. The type, number and size(s) of the system shall be determined by current plumbing codes or good engineering practices.

C.
The separator(s) shall exclude sanitary wastewater and be located outside of any building and accessible for proper maintenance and inspection.  In areas where additional weight loads may exist, the separator(s) shall be installed with traffic bearing covers.  A manhole opening must be provided over the discharge pipe for inspection purposes.  A separate monitoring manhole may be required by the LGA.

D.
The equipment or facilities shall be installed and maintained by the Originator.

E. 
Maintenance required – All separators shall be maintained at the Originators expense.  Maintenance shall include the complete removal of all contents of the separator.  

F.
Maintenance of an Outdoor Grease Trap – Maintenance shall be performed at frequencies necessary to protect the capacity of the sewer system against the accumulation of grease and oils.  All separators shall be pumped out at a minimum of once every 90 days, or more frequently as required by the CITY OF SENOIA.

G.
Maintenance of Indoor Grease Trap – Maintenance shall be performed at frequencies necessary to protect the capacity of the sewer system against the accumulation of grease and oils.  Indoor Grease Trap shall be cleaned at a minimum of once every 14 days, or more frequently as required by the CITY OF SENOIA.

5.3
Transporter

A.
Registration Required – Any Transporter, owning or operating one or more waste Tank Trucks that receive, transport or dispose of commercial waste in this CITY OF SENOIA, must be registered with EPD.

B.
Permit Requirements:

(a)
No Transporter shall pump-out or vacuum FOG separators, Grit Traps, Sand Traps, or Oil-Water separators without a valid Commercial Waste Transporter Permit issued by the CITY OF SENOIA.

(b)
Application for the permit must be made on a form prescribed by the EPD.  

(c)
The Transporter shall include the location of the disposal site(s) on the Commercial Waste Transporter Permit application.

(d)
No Commercial Waste Transporter Permit shall be issued if the owner of the Tank Truck(s) is not registered with the EPD.

(e)
A Commercial Waste Transporter Permit shall be required for each individual Tank Truck owned and operated by a Transporter.

(f)
The Commercial Waste Transporter Permit issued by the CITY OF SENOIA for operation of a Tank Truck shall be valid throughout the state.

(g)
A Transporter who has trucks permitted by the CITY OF SENOIA, and who decides to have additional trucks permitted by another CITY OF SENOIA, must provide copies of the current Commercial Waste Transporter Permits with the new Commercial Waste Transporter Permit application.

(h)
A Transporter cannot have two Tank Trucks permitted with the same Commercial Waste Transporter Permit number.

(i)
This Registration number shall be part of the Commercial Waste Transporter Permit number issued by the CITY OF SENOIA.  Every vehicle that transports commercial waste must display on the vehicle the FOG/permit number.

C.
Transporter Permit Fees – A Transporter permitting fee will be assessed on an annual basis at a rate of $250 for the first truck and $100 for each additional truck, payable to the CITY OF SENOIA.

D.
Vehicle Inspection – Annually the CITY OF SENOIA shall inspect each Tank Truck prior to the issuance of a Commercial Waste Transporter Permit.  Such inspection shall verify that the Tank Truck is substantially leak proof, durable, of easily cleaned construction, and is maintained in good repair.  The CITY OF SENOIA shall maintain records of each inspection.  

SECTION 6 - ENFORCEMENT & VIOLATIONS 


6.1
Inspection and Entry

A.
Representatives of the CITY OF SENOIA, after proper identification, shall be permitted to enter the premises of any Originator, Transporter, processor, or disposal site in this CITY OF SENOIA at any reasonable time for the purpose of making inspections to determine compliance with this regulation or the Commercial Waste Transporter Permit.

B.
Representatives of the CITY OF SENOIA, during inspections of the Originator, Transporter, processor, and the disposal site operator, may review records to determine compliance with provisions of these regulations.

C.
The right of inspection shall include the right to measure, observe, sample, test, record, review and make copies of all pertinent documents in accordance with this regulation.

6.2
Monitoring


When required by the CITY OF SENOIA, the Originator shall install an approved manhole on the discharge sewer to allow observation, sampling and flow measurement.

6.3. 
Notice of Violation 

A notice of violation shall be insured to User for failure:

(1)  
Report pumping activities,

(2) 
Properly maintain (clean out or pump) the interceptor in accordance with the permit

(3) 
Maintain the manifest of pumping activities

(4)
Maintain a file of records on site at all times

(5) 
Provide files, records or access for inspection or monitoring activities,

(6) 
Obtain or renew the Commercial Waste Discharge Permit,

(7)
Pay permit fee 

6.4
Violations and Enforcement


A.
Any person who violates any provision of this regulation; or any terms, conditions, schedule of compliance or other requirements contained in the respective permit, shall be subject to enforcement proceedings by the CITY OF SENOIA pursuant to this regulation.

B.
If a User violates or continues to violate the provision set forth in this regulation or fails to initiate /complete corrective action within the specified time period in response to a notice of violation, the City Manager or Designee may pursue one or more of following options:

(1) 
Pump the Grease Interceptor and place the appropriate charge on the User’s monthly sewer bill;

(2) 
Collect a sample and assess the appropriate surcharge for compatible waste in accordance with the provisions of this program.

(3) 
assess a reasonable fee for additional inspection, sample collection and laboratory analyses;

(4) 
terminate water and sewer service;

C.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the CITY OF SENOIA shall be authorized to impose a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 for each violation.

6.5 
Permit Revocation

A.
Any permit issued by the CITY OF SENOIA may be suspended, revoked or modified by the CITY OF SENOIA upon finding that the holder is not in compliance with the terms of the permit or other conditions outlined in this regulation.

B. The permit may be reissued by the CITY OF SENOIA upon remedy of the non-compliance that caused the suspensions, revocation or modification of the permit.

SECTION 7
CONFLICTS WITH OTHER REGULATIONS

A.
All regulations or parts of regulations in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

B.
The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence, or provision of this regulation, shall not affect the validity of any other part of this regulation which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.

C.
In the event a wastewater discharge is under the jurisdiction of an approved sewer use regulation for another governing authority, the more constrictive requirement shall prevail.

SECTION 8 - REGULATIONS IN FORCE

These regulations shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval, recording, the public welfare requiring it.”
Section 2. All ordinances and Code sections, or parts thereof, in conflict with the foregoing are expressly repealed.



Section 3. Should any provision of this ordinance be rendered invalid by any court of law, the remaining provisions shall continue in force and effect until amended or repealed by action of the municipal governing authority.

Section 4. Except as modified herein, The Code of Senoia, Georgia, is hereby reaffirmed and restated. The codifier is hereby granted editorial license to include this amendment in future supplements of said Code by appropriate section, division, article or chapter. The city attorney is directed and authorized to direct the codifier to make necessary minor, non-substantive corrections to the provisions of this Code, including but not limited to, the misspelling of words, typographical errors, duplicate pages, incorrect references to state or federal laws, statutes, this Code, or other codes or similar legal or technical sources, and other similar amendments, without necessity of passage of a corrective ordinance or other action of the Board of Commissioners. The city clerk shall, upon the written advice or recommendation of the city attorney and without the necessity of further council action, alter, amend or supplement any non-codified ordinance, resolution or other record filed in his or her office as necessary to effect similar non-substantive changes or revisions and ensure that such public records are correct, complete and accurate.

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption on second and final reading.

First Reading February 15, 2021

Second Reading March 1, 2021

Adopted this __________________ day of ____________________________, 2021.

_________________________________________

William W. Pearman, III, Mayor

Attest:

_________________________________________

D. Lynn Carter, City Clerk

2

