RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SENOIA, GEORGIA

TO ISSUE LICENSES FOR THE PACKAGE SALE OF DISTILLED SPIRITS

WHEREAS, Section 3-4-41(a) of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated provides that in the event the governing authority of any municipality desires to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the municipal limits, the governing authority may, through proper resolution or ordinance directed to the Election Superintendent, require the Superintendent to call and conduct a referendum election as provided for in Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of the municipality the question of whether the issuance of licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City limits of the City of Senoia, Georgia shall be permitted or prohibited; 

WHEREAS, Section 3-4-41(b) of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated provides that upon receipt of a resolution or ordinance from the governing body of a municipality the Election Superintendent shall set the date of the referendum election on a date authorized under O.C.G.A. §21-2-540; such referendum may be held as a special election or may be held at the time of holding any other election in the municipality; 

WHEREAS, Section 3-4-41(c) provides that notice of the call for the referendum election shall be published in the official organ of the county or, in the case of a municipality, in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. The Election Superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the referendum election to be published in the official organ of the county or, in the case of a municipality, in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality, once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the referendum election;


WHEREAS, authorization for the governing authority of the municipality to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City limits of the City of Senoia is conditioned upon whether a majority of the qualified voters voting in the referendum election vote in favor of the question whether or not the governing authority of the municipality shall be authorized to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City limits of the City of Senoia;


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Senoia has determined that it is desirable to exercise the powers authorized by Section 3-4-41 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated within the City limits of the City of Senoia; provided more than one-half of the votes cast in the referendum election are in favor of issuing licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City of Senoia; 


WHEREAS, Section 21-2-540 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated designates the Tuesday following the first Monday in November, 2021, said date being November 2, 2021, as a date on which a referendum election may be held, in conjunction with the general municipal election to be held on that date; for the purpose of a referendum called under Section 3-4-41(a) of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated;


WHEREAS, there has been no referendum election held in the City of Senoia to determine whether its governing authority shall be authorized to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City limits of the City of Senoia within the two (2) year period immediately preceding the date of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, the majority of the qualified electors of the City voting in a special referendum held in conjunction with the General Election in November, 2018 approved package sales of malt beverages and wines by licensed package retailers between the hours of 12:30 p.m and 11:30 p.m. on Sundays, if passed this referendum will also authorize the package sale of distilled spirits by retail licensees within the City during the aforesaid hours.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SENOIA, GEORGIA, that the Election Superintendent be and is hereby authorized to issue a notice of the call of a referendum election to be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021, for the purpose of submitting to the voters of the City of Senoia, the question of whether or not the Mayor and Council of the City of Senoia shall be authorized to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the City limits.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution, as the notice of the call of the referendum election, be published by the City Clerk on Wednesday, June 30, 2021, in The Newnan Times Herald, the official organ of Coweta County, Georgia, pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-2-540;
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following notice of referendum election be published by the Election Superintendent once a week for two (2) weeks, immediately preceding the date of the election in The Newnan Times Herald, the official organ of Coweta County, Georgia, to-wit: October 20, 2021 and October 27, 2021:
CITY OF SENOIA, GEORGIA
NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the City of Senoia, Georgia, will hold a Referendum Election on Tuesday, November 2, 2021, between the hours of 7:00 o’clock A.M. and 7:00 o’clock P.M. for the purpose of voting on the question of whether or not the governing authority of the City of Senoia, Georgia, shall be authorized to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits.
The ballot will read as follows:

“[   ]
YES

Shall the issuance of licenses for the package




sale of distilled spirits be approved?”

   [   ]
NO

Those desiring to vote in favor of the issuance of licenses shall vote “Yes”.  Those desiring to vote against the issuance of the licenses shall vote “No”.

Only those voters registered in the City of Senoia shall be eligible to vote in the Referendum Election.







Jane Scoggins, Director






Coweta County Board of Registration







and Elections; Acting Municipal






Election Superintendent for the






City of Senoia, Georgia

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is directed to notify the Director of the Coweta County Board of Registration and Elections of the referendum by forwarding to the Superintendent a copy of this resolution.


FURTHER RESOLVED, that the registration books to register voters to vote in the special referendum election are to be held open until 4:30 p.m.  on the 4th day of October, 2021.


SO RESOLVED, this 21st day of June, 2021.
ATTEST:




_____________________________________






William “Dub” Pearman, Mayor

_________________________________

Lynn Carter, City Clerk
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