Chapter 52 - SIGNS[1] 
Footnotes: 

--- (1) --- 

Editor's note— Ord. No. 17-05, adopted November 6, 2017 , amended ch. 52, §§ 52-1—52-14, in its entirety. Former ch. 52, pertained to similar subject matter and was derived from Ord. No. 15-05, § 1, adopted September 21, 2015, . 

Cross reference— Administration, ch. 2; buildings and building regulations, ch. 14; businesses, ch. 18; environment, ch. 30; fire prevention and protection, ch. 34; offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 46; solid waste, ch. 54; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 58; traffic and vehicles, ch. 66; utilities, ch. 70; zoning, ch. 74. 

Sec. 52-1. - Title. 
This chapter shall hereafter be known and cited as the "Sign Code." 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-2. - Purpose. 
This chapter recognizes that signs perform an important function by identifying residences and businesses and facilitating the communication of information to the public. However, minimum control of signs is necessary to minimize visual clutter within the city so as to safeguard life, provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public by providing standards and regulations pertinent to the location, size, illumination, erection, maintenance and quality of materials of all signs and outdoor advertising structures; to provide protection to the general public from the use of signs that, by their size, motion, color, brightness, illumination, or their distracting demand for attention, endanger the physical and mental well-being of the pubic and create hazards to traffic. 

By enacting this chapter, the mayor and council intend to balance the rights of individuals to convey their messages through signs and the right of the public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs; further the objectives of the city's comprehensive plan; protect the public health, safety and welfare; reduce traffic and pedestrian hazards; maintain the historical image of the city; protect property values by minimizing the possible adverse effects and visual blight caused by signs. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-3. - Administration. 
The provisions of this chapter shall be administered and enforced by the city manager or other city officer or employee, designated by the city manager, in writing, to administer this chapter. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-4. - Definitions. 
(a)  For purposes of this chapter, certain words are hereby defined. Words used in the present tense shall include the future; the singular shall include the plural, the plural the singular; the word "shall" is mandatory and not directory. The word "person" included a firm, corporation, association, trust or partnership. The word "city" shall mean the city of Senoia, Georgia. 

(b)  Unless otherwise indicated, the following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as follows: 

Aggregate sign area means the total of the sign areas of all signs within the classification being referenced. 

Animated sign means any sign that has moving parts or includes action, motion, changing colors, or the optical illusion of action, motion or color changes, including signs utilizing electronic ink, and signs set in motion by mechanical or electronic means or by the atmosphere, including wind-actuated elements such as flags, spinners, banners and aerial devices. Animated sign also includes signs that emit sound, smoke or other special effects. 

Area of sign, see Sign area. 

Awning and canopy sign means a sign imposed or painted upon any roof-like structure which provides either permanent or temporary shelter for adjacent walkways or entrances to a building or property. 

Banner means a sign with or without characters, letters, illustrations or ornamentations, applied to cloth, paper, plastic or fabric of any kind with only such material for a backing, the same being characteristically hung or displayed on buildings or suspended in mid-air across streets, passageways and other areas visible to the general public. Flags and feather flags are excluded from the definition of banner. 

Bench sign means any sign attached to or painted upon a bench or other seat placed in the public view and meant to be for public use or viewing. 

Billboard means any ground sign in excess of 35 square feet in sign area or any wall sign in excess of the aggregate sign allowance for wall signs provided by this chapter. 

Changeable copy sign means any permanent sign constructed in such a manner that all or any portion of the sign area is capable of being changed either manually or by electronic means. 

Directory sign, see Shared sign. 

Double-faced sign means a sign which has two display areas against each other or where the interior angle formed by the display areas is 60 degrees or less, where one face is designed to be seen from one direction and the other face from another direction. 

Flag means a sign consisting of any fabric containing distinctive colors, patterns, logos or symbols, used as an official symbol of a government or any other entity or organization. Feather flags are excluded from the definition of flag. 

Feather flag means a sign composed of fabric, plastic or other pliable material oriented in a vertical direction and supported by a harpoon-style pole or staff driven into the ground as its primary means of support. Also known as a "feather banner." 

Flashing sign means a sign, the illumination of which is not kept constant in intensity at all times when in use, and which exhibits marked changes in lighting effects. Flashing signs are a form of animated sign. 

Frontage building means the width in linear feet of the front exterior wall of a particular establishment. 

Frontage road means the width in linear feet of each lot where it abuts the right-of-way of any public street. 

Ground sign means a permanent sign affixed directly to the ground and which is wholly independent of a building for support. 

Hearing officer means an attorney appointed by the mayor and council to hear appeals under this chapter; the hearing officer may be the same person appointed under the zoning and land development code to hear other administrative matters, variances and appeals. 

Height of sign means the distance in vertical feet from the ground to the highest point of the sign face. 

Illuminated sign direct means a sign illuminated by an internal light source. 

Illuminated sign indirect means a sign illuminated by an external light source directed primarily toward such sign. 

Illuminated sign means a sign lit in any manner by an artificial light source, whether internally or externally lit, including but not limited to neon signs and any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or outlines illuminated by artificial lighting. 

Marquee means a roofed structure attached to and supported by a building and projecting over public or private sidewalks or rights-of-way. 

Marquee sign means a sign painted on, attached to or hung from a marquee. 

Nonconforming sign means any sign that was legal at the time of its erection but which does not conform to the provisions of this chapter. 

Planned center (office, commercial, or industrial), means a group of retail stores, service establishments, offices, industries or any other businesses planned to serve the public, the entirety of which is in common ownership or condominium ownership. 

Portable sign means a sign not permanently attached to the ground or to a stationary structure. 

Roof sign means any sign or graphic erected or maintained on a building, any portion of which extends above the lowest horizontal line of any roof. 

Shared sign means a ground sign that includes smaller panels upon which individual businesses, offices, professionals, industries or other entities located within a planned center may provide their own message. 

Sidewalk or sandwich sign means a portable sign located on the sidewalk directly outside the establishment to which it relates and formed by two sign panels hinged at the top that open into a triangular shape that form the support for the sign. 

Sign means a device or representation for visual communication that is used for the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention of others and installed in such a manner as to be visible and/or readable to members of the general public. Signs include communications in view of the public that direct attention to a particular product, place, activity, service, person, business, institution, thought or idea. 

Sign area means and shall be computed as the entire area within a continuous perimeter enclosing the limits of writing, representation, emblem or any figure of similar character, together with any frame, other material, open space or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the background against which it is placed. The supports, uprights or structure on which any sign is supported shall be included in determining the sign area whenever such supports are designed in such a manner as to form an integral part of the display. The sign area of painted or affixed wall signs, when composed of letters and/or graphics only, is the sum of the area of a rectangle which encloses all of the letters and/or graphics. Only one face of a double-faced sign, with parallel opposing faces 15 inches or less apart and bearing identical copy, shall be used in computing the area. 

Sign face means the part of a sign that is or can be used for communicating the message of the sign. 

Standard informational sign means a sign with a sign area not greater than six square feet and intended for short-term use, containing no reflective elements, flags or projections, and otherwise meeting the standards of section 52-10. 

Swinging or projecting sign means a sign projecting more than 12 inches from the outside wall or walls of any building or supports upon which it is located. 

Temporary sign, see portable sign, sidewalk or sandwich sign. 

Trailer sign means any sign which is mounted on any trailer or truck and may be moved from one location to another by means of being towed by a vehicle. Trailer signs are a form of portable sign, including where attempts to permanently affix them to the ground are made. 

Wall sign means a permanent sign applied to or mounted to the wall or surface of a building or structure, the display surface of which does not project more than 12 inches from the outside wall of such building or structure. The total lettering on one side of a building or structure shall constitute one wall sign. 

Window sign means a sign that includes any letters, words, numerals, symbols or graphics located on the window and plainly visible from the exterior of the building. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-5. - Sign permit required; fee. 
(a)  Except where specifically excluded from obtaining a permit by section 52-8, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to post, display, substantially change, alter or erect a sign in the city without first having obtained a permit in the manner prescribed herein. The permit number shall be placed on the sign permitted. 

(b)  The city clerk shall collect a sign permit fee, which will be set by the council and kept in the office of the city clerk, prior to issuing any sign construction permit. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-6. - Sign permit application; procedure for obtaining permit. 
(a)  Applications for sign permits shall be submitted to the code enforcement department on forms provided for that purpose by the city. Each application shall be accompanied by plans and drawings showing the sign area, size of supports, height, method of attachment intended for use, vertical and horizontal distances between such sign and the finished grade at site of location, and horizontal distances between such sign and controlling right-of-way lines. The application shall include a photograph or line drawing of the sign depicting precisely the size and shape of the sign face. The city manager shall have 30 days to complete a review of the application and make a determination as to whether the permit shall issue. 

(1)  The city manager shall issue a sign construction permit for each application that meets the requirements of this chapter within the time frame provided by subsection (a). After such sign is constructed and in place, the applicant shall notify the city manager within five working days that the sign is ready for final inspection. Final approval shall be issued within five working days, provided the sign has been constructed and located according to the provisions of this chapter and applicable construction and electrical codes. Final approval converts the construction permit into a sign permit without further action of the applicant or city. 

(2)  Sign applications that are incomplete, fail to meet the minimum requirements of this chapter, or which do not include payment of required fees, shall be returned to the applicant within 15 days of receipt of an application; the 30-day period for review shall recommence when a completed application is submitted. Should the city manager fail to take action within the mandated 30 days for application review, the permit shall be considered approved; provided further that issuance of a permit caused by delay in review shall not legalize any violation of this chapter or vest any rights to a sign that is prohibited in whole or in part, by this chapter. 

(3)  Any applicant who is dissatisfied by a decision of the code enforcement department may appeal such decision to the hearing officer. Such appeal must be in writing and shall be filed within ten business days of the decision being appealed. The city manager will schedule the matter for hearing within 30 days. Final decision on an appeal by a sign applicant shall be made no later than 45 days from the date of filing the appeal. Should the hearing officer fail to take action within the mandated time, the decision under appeal shall be considered overruled. 

(b)  In hearing an appeal under this section, the hearing officer shall be bound by the standards contained in this chapter. At the hearing the appellant shall have the right to introduce evidence, may testify, may be represented by counsel, and may cross-examine witnesses. The burden of supporting the decision rests with the city manager. The city clerk will record the appeal proceedings. The appellant has the right to supply a court reporter at his or her own expense, if desired. The hearing officer shall reach a decision within 14 calendar days after hearing. If no decision is made within 45 days of appeal filing, the appeal will be deemed to overrule the city manager's decision. Decisions of the hearing officer to affirm the decision of the city manager or to overrule the decision of the city manager shall be reduced to writing and be served upon the applicant in the same manner as the original decision. 

(c)  In the event an applicant whose permit has been denied or a permit holder whose permit has been revoked is dissatisfied with the decision of the city manager, such applicant or permit holder may petition for writ of certiorari to the superior court. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-7. - Prohibited signs. 
The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts of the city. 

(1)  Animated signs. 

(2)  Flashing signs. 

(3)  Billboards. 

(4)  Roof signs. 

(5)  Direct illumination, with the exception of areas zoned industrial. 

(6)  Trailer signs. 

(7)  Search lights, laser beacons, and similar devices. 

(8)  Signs erected on a public right-of-way except signs erected by a governmental authority having official jurisdiction. 

(9)  Signs that contain or are in imitation of an official traffic sign or signal. 

(10)  Signs affixed to utility poles, trees, street markers and fence posts. 

(11)  Signs that advertise or promote illegal activities. 

(12)  Signs that are erected, located or maintained in such a manner as to interfere with safe and free ingress and egress of any door or emergency exit. 

(13)  Signs that include profane or obscene messages. 

(14)  Signs not in good repair, in violation of codes, or containing or exhibiting broken panels, visible rust, visible rot, damaged support structures, or missing letters. 

(15)  Signs painted or erected directly onto roofs, walls, antennas or water towers. 

(16)  Feather flags. 

(17)    No ground sign shall have an area greater than 35 square feet. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-8. - Signs exempt from permit requirement. 
The following signs are exempt from requirements for obtaining a permit under this chapter, provided that each exempt sign shall nevertheless comply with all physical standards of this chapter, except where physical standards for such signs are provided by The Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices: 

(1)  Signs of a governmental body or agency erected or posted pursuant to requirements of law and meeting physical standards of such law. 

(2)  Traffic control devices meeting the standards of The Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

(3)  Signs erected entirely on private property as prescribed by Federal or State law or regulation and meeting the standards of such law or regulation. 

(4)  Standard informational signs. 

(5)  Building cornerstones and markers not exceeding ten square feet and permanently mounted into the wall of the building. 

(6)  Street number identification for buildings and structures meeting standards of state law and local ordinances, measuring four inches or less in height. 

(7)  Signs erected for home occupations meeting the standards of this Code and designating historic properties, districts and landmarks, not exceeding the standards for a home occupation sign. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-9. - General regulations. 
(a)  Brand names and trademarks, or a combination of brand name and trademark, shall constitute a sign and are subject to the standards of this chapter where they are placed in such a manner as to be readable from public right-of-way. 

(b)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, no sign shall be permitted within 25 feet of state highway right-of-way or a major thoroughfare. 

(c)  Light from indirect illumination signs shall not escape the property nor shine onto any roadway or neighboring property. 

(d)  Conforming signs may be relocated from their original business site to a new business site without a change in copy provided their placement at the new site is legal. Where change of copy is to be made, the relocated sign shall be considered a new sign and a permit shall be required. 

(e)  Exposed neon and other similar tube type illumination, bare incandescent or fluorescent lights shall not be permitted as an integral part of the sign face of any sign. Neon, fluorescent and similar tube type illumination is permitted as a light source for direct illumination signs, provided the sign face is of sufficient opacity that the light produced by the tube appears as diffused light only. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-10. - Regulations by types of signs. 
The following regulations pertain to types of signs erected within the city. Signs exempt from permit requirements nevertheless require conformance with size, height, area and all other limitations of this section and section 52-9 and 52-13. 

(1)  Ground signs are permitted in the commercial and industrial zoning districts provided no ground sign shall have a height greater than six feet above the centerline of the nearest public street. If topography does not allow six feet above the centerline of the nearest public road to be achieved, the sign shall not exceed six feet in height as measured from the base of the sign. No ground sign shall have an area greater than 35 36 square feet. No ground sign shall be located within ten feet of a street right-of-way or within 30 feet of any other sign. There is a limit of one ground sign per platted lot per street frontage. All ground signs must be shown on a landscape plan and must have a planted landscaped bed that has a width of at least half the height of the sign surrounding the ground sign. The sign and landscaping must be permanently maintained and protected by curbing from vehicular incursion. Changeable copy is permitted to be included on a ground sign provided the changeable copy portion of the sign does not exceed 60 percent of the sign area. 

(2)  Wall signs are permitted in the commercial and industrial zoning districts. The aggregate sign area of all wall signs on a building shall not exceed 20 percent of the square footage of each side of the building where the building is in a single tenancy or 20 percent of the square footage of each portion of the façade devoted to the tenant in the case of a multi-tenant building. Awning and canopy signs as well as marquee signs may be utilized in addition to, or in lieu of wall signs, provided the overall aggregate sign area of all such signs does not exceed 20 percent of the square footage provided herein. Owners of planned centers shall design sign allocations for each unit within a building so as to provide for signs for each tenant in keeping with the overall regulations prescribed herein. One sign per structure may utilize changeable copy as a portion of a wall sign provided such changeable copy does not exceed 60 percent of the sign area. 

(3)  Shared signs are permitted in areas in which a planned center, whether office, commercial or industrial in nature, has been approved by the zoning authority of the city. Such signs shall allocate space for the center and shall not exceed 60 square feet, provided further, that each tenant located in such center shall be permitted a panel on the shared sign not to exceed eight square feet in area. A theatre within a planned center may erect one sign not exceeding 50 square feet in sign area, provided further no theatre sign shall be permitted within 50 feet of any other ground, freestanding, or shared sign. 

(4)  Window signs shall not exceed 25 percent of window area. 

(5)  Banners are permitted for up to 30 days no more than three times during any calendar year for each applicant within a commercial or industrial zoning district. Banners require a permit and payment of a permit fee as fixed from time to time by the mayor and council. No banner shall exceed 35 square feet in sign area. Banners are to be erected flat against the building to which they relate and shall be secured on all four corners. One banner may be erected across city streets per special noncommercial event open to the general public subject to securing a permit from the mayor and council. Such banner shall not exceed the 30 day limitation provided to commercial and industrial properties and shall be removed within 48 hours of the completion of the event to which it relates. All banners shall be maintained in an orderly fashion. No tattered or faded copy is allowed. All banners must be secured on all four sides. Failure to comply with these standards shall result in the banner being removed immediately from public right-of-way by the city or order to remove the banner immediately from private property. 

(6)  Standard informational signs are permitted for each parcel in commercial or industrial zoning districts up to an aggregate of 12 square feet per parcel. No permit is required. In commercial and industrial zoning districts, standard informational signs may be erected through use of a stake or metal frame inserted into the ground, provided that no more than three standard informational signs may be erected per parcel at any one time. In commercial and industrial districts, standard informational signs may also be placed within windows of the property, provided that no more than one such standard informational sign shall appear in any window. All standard informational signs shall be maintained in good condition, free from tears, faded or illegible copy or other defects, and installed squarely in relation to the right-of-way. All standard informational signs shall be erected only on private property and only with permission of the property owner. 

(7)  Standard informational signs are permitted for each parcel in residential zoning districts up to an aggregate of 24 square feet per parcel. Each standard informational sign shall be secured in the ground by stake or metal frame. No permit is required. All standard informational signs shall be maintained in good condition, free from tears, faded or illegible copy or other defects, and installed squarely in relation to the right-of-way. All standard informational signs shall be erected on private property and only with the permission of the property owner. 

(8)  Sidewalk or sandwich signs are permitted on properties in the commercial zoning districts of the city subject to the following restrictions. All sidewalk or sandwich signs shall be placed on the sidewalk directly in front of the premises to which they relate and within six feet of the primary entrance to the property. Only one such sign per premises is allowed. Sidewalk or sandwich signs shall only be used where at least five feet of unobstructed sidewalk is available for pedestrians utilizing the sidewalk. Sidewalk or sandwich signs must be displayed only when the premises are open to business; at all other times they are to be removed to the interior of the premises. No sidewalk or sandwich sign shall exceed four feet in height or 24 inches in width. Sidewalk or sandwich signs shall be composed of wood or metal, with finished surfaces, provided that chalkboard surfacing is permitted on up to 80 percent of the sign face. 

(9)  Home occupations are permitted the use of one permanent sign, provided such sign does not exceed four square feet in sign area and provided further that only one such sign per business shall be allowed and provided further the sign does not obstruct view of street traffic. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-11. - Nonconforming signs. 
(a)  Any sign located within the city limits that was legal at the time of its erection but which does not conform with the provision hereof shall be allowed to remain in place subject to the limitations of this section. 

(1)  No increase in the size of a nonconforming sign is permitted. 

(2)  Existing signs that were legally created and which have become nonconforming and do not meet the setback requirements of this chapter due to road widening may be moved to meet the setback requirement of this chapter, but shall not be increased in size, shape or changed in any manner, except as to become conforming. 

(3)  In all zoning districts the following nonconforming signs shall be prohibited and shall be removed by the owner: 

a.  Signs illegally erected or maintained with respect to prior ordinances. 

b.  Signs made of paper, cloth or non-durable materials. 

c.  Signs located in the public right-of-way. 

(b)  Upon the failure to comply with any requirement of this section, the code enforcement department may cause the removal of the sign at the expense of the owner. 

(c)  Any attempt to add a new technology to an existing nonconforming sign shall negate its nonconforming status and require removal of the sign structure in its entirety. 

(d)  Minor repairs and maintenance of nonconforming signs, such as electrical repairs or lettering repairs, panel changes or structure repairs (less than or equal to 25 percent of the value of the sign prior to repair) shall be allowed. However, no structural repairs (over 25 percent of the value of the signs prior to repair) or changes in the size or shape of the sign shall be permitted except to make the sign comply with the requirements of this chapter, provided that signs damaged by fire, vehicle accident or Act of God may be restored to their original condition. 

(e)  Each nonconforming sign shall be identified by the city within 90 days of the enactment of this chapter. 

(f)  New signs related to legally established nonconforming uses of property may be erected provided the signs comply with the applicable provisions of this chapter. 

(g)  No new sign shall be erected upon an old foundation that is located on a public right-of-way or which would cause any part of the sign to overhang a public right-of-way. 

(h)  If a nonconforming sign is installed on or overhangs any portion of a public right-of-way, the sign and its foundation shall be removed once the commercial entity to which the sign is attached ceases. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-12. - Removal of certain signs. 
(a)  The code enforcement department shall have full authority to remove, without notice to the owners thereof, and impound for a period of five business days: 

(1)  Signs located on public rights-of-way except official signs erected by the jurisdiction controlling the right-of-way or other governmental entity pursuant to law; 

(2)  Signs located on city property that are attached to or painted on any telephone pole, light pole, telegraph pole, other than signs erected by the owner of such poles and required for identification or access; 

(3)  Signs attached to or painted on any tree, rock or other natural object located on city owned property. 

(b)  The code enforcement department may institute removal procedures after due notice for any sign that shows gross neglect, becomes dilapidated, or is otherwise in violation of this chapter. 

(c)  The code enforcement department shall cause to be removed any sign that endangers the public safety, such as abandoned, dangerous or materially, electrically or structurally defective signs or a sign for which no permit has been issued or which is otherwise in violation to this chapter. 

(d)  The code enforcement department shall prepare a written notice that shall describe the sign, and specify the violation involved and that shall state that if the sign is not removed or the violation corrected within a reasonable period of time specified in the notice, not to exceed 30 days, the sign shall be removed in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(e)  All notices mailed by the code enforcement department shall be sent certified mail and first-class mail. Any time period provided in this section shall be deemed to commence on the date of the receipt of the certified mail or, if the first class is not returned, after three days of mailing. Alternatively, notice may also be personally hand-delivered to the sign owner, and notice shall be effective on such date of hand delivery. 

(f)  The notice shall be mailed to the owner of the property on which the sign is located, the owner of the sign if different than the property owner, and the occupant of the property. If any of such persons is unknown or cannot be found, the notice shall be mailed to such person's last known address, if any, and posted on the sign or on the premises. 

(g)  Any person having an interest in the sign or the property may appeal the determination of the code enforcement department ordering removal or compliance by filing a written notice of appeal within ten business days after receipt of notice. 

(h)  Appeals of decisions by the code enforcement department, including but not limited to, orders to repair or demolish signs shall be taken to the hearing officer by filing a written notice of appeal within ten business days of the code enforcement officer's decision. The appeal hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures set out in section 52-6(b). Any subsequent appeal shall be taken as provided in section 52-6(c). 

(i)  In the event no appeal is filed, or appeal is filed and final determination has been made, all signs for which notice of removal or notice to take corrective action has been given shall be removed or brought into compliance within the original time period specified in the notice or within five business days after final determination by the hearing officer, provided that where permanent signs are installed, the time period may be extended for up to two weeks by the code enforcement department where removal requires engagement of a sign contractor or other specialized expertise; and provided further that a sign that constitutes an imminent hazard to life may be removed by the city pursuant to subsection (k) without further delay. 

(j)  Any sign removed by the code enforcement department pursuant to the provisions of this section shall become the property of the city and may be disposed of in any manner deemed appropriate by the city. The cost of removal of the sign by the city shall constitute a lien against the property and shall be recoverable in the same manner as city property taxes. The cost of removal shall include any and all incidental expenses incurred by the city in connection with the sign's removal. 

(k)  When it is determined by the code enforcement department that the sign would cause imminent danger to the public safety, and contact cannot be made with the sign owner or property owner, no written notice will have to be served. In this emergency situation, the code enforcement department shall document the imminent danger and its attempt to contact the sign owner and property owner, and may correct the danger, all cost being charged to the sign owner and property owner. 

(l)  If it is necessary for the code enforcement department to remove the sign pursuant to the provisions of this section and it should be practicable to sell or salvage any materials derived in the removal, the city may sell the same at public or private sale at the best price obtainable, and shall keep an account of the proceeds thereof. Such proceeds, if any, shall be used to offset the cost or removal to be charged to the sign owner or property owner. Where the proceeds derived from such sale are less than the cost of removal, such deficiency shall constitute a lien against the property on which the sign is located, such lien to be collectible in the same manner as city property taxes. 

(m)  In the event any sign regulated by this chapter is proposed to be erected, constructed, altered, converted or used in violation of any provision of this chapter, the code enforcement department may, in addition to other remedies, and after due notice to the appropriate person, issue a citation for violation of this chapter, requiring the presence of the violator in municipal court. 

(n)  The city may also institute action for injunctive relief or other appropriate action or proceedings to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, alteration, conversion or use to correct or abate such violations. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-13. - Construction requirements. 
No sign shall be constructed in such a manner that it will hider vehicle traffic, pedestrians or block any entrances or exits from any building or sidewalks. Each sign shall be securely erected and free of any protruding nails, tacks and wire. 

No sign shall be constructed with any type material, finished letters, characters or surface that will reflect sunlight or any other type of light of such an intensity as to hinder vehicle traffic or in any way create a nuisance to the surrounding area. 

All signs containing wood in the structure or sign face and frame or any part thereof shall be pained or stained and shall be perpetually maintained. 

No wall sign or its supports shall protrude more than 12 inches from the wall on which it is mounted and shall not extend beyond the edge of any wall or other surface to which they are mounted. 

All signs shall be constructed in such a manner and fastened in such a way as to prevent movement by wind action. 

No part of a hanging sign shall be lower than eight feet above the lowest adjacent ground level. 

No wood, metal or any other type of supports for ground or freestanding signs shall be less than four by four inches in size for each support or less than three inches in diameter if circular. 

Wood signs of less than 12-inch thickness shall be framed on the two sides attached to the supports. Supports can be considered framing if the sign is so designed with supports as part of framing on both sign face areas. 

All signs located within the historic overlay shall be of a material and size that does not detract from the architectural integrity, historic significance, and historic character of the building or its surrounding area. The sign should not significantly clash or undermine the historic atmosphere of the district. The architectural structure and color of the sign are of particular significance in determining consistency with the historic overlay. 

No signs, constructed in an area zoned commercial in the designated historic neighborhood overlay shall be made of a lightweight synthetic wall cladding (EFIS) that includes foam plastic insulation and thin synthetic coatings. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 52-14. - Penalties. 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be fined according to section 1-5, in addition to any other remedies provided by this chapter. 

( Ord. No. 17-05, 11-6-2017 ) 
